
Resources to Address AI Usage on Syllabi and in the Classroom 
 
All instructors must communicate clearly their policies about the use of generative AI 
on their syllabi. 
 
1.  Emory General Guidelines 
2.  Sample Statements Regarding AI Use 
3.  Sample External Statements from Other Universities 
4.  Resources Compiled by our Own Writing Program 
5.  Student Guide to AI Literacy available at MLA 
6.  Large list of schools and courses with some of their policies  
7.  Informative Book about the Ramifications of Expanded Use of AI  
 
 

1.  Emory General Guidelines: https://online.college.emory.edu/policies/AI.html 
 
The Honor Council has drafted suggested language for the syllabus and assignments 
when AI is not allowed:   
Using an artificial intelligence program to generate any content for any assignment in this 
course (including, but not limited to examinations, papers, homework, and creative work) 
constitutes plagiarism and is a violation of the Honor Code. The use of an artificial 
intelligence program in this course without permission from the instructor may also 
constitute seeking unauthorized assistance or violate other provisions of the Honor Code. 
Any suspicion of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Council. 
 
If permitting the use of AI, consider the following:  

• Generate responses to your own assignments to see what an AI response might 
look like.  

• Be very clear about your expectations for when students can use it and when they 
cannot.  

• Ask students to submit work generated by AI and demonstrate how they edited or 
adapted it. Have students turn in the original AI generated work along with their 
edited work.  

  
 

2. Four Sample Statements Regarding AI Use (drawn from English Lit/Cult Syllabi):  
  
1. In this course, I ask that you complete your work without using generative AI 
technologies, such as ChatGPT and other chatbots, unless otherwise noted. While AI tools 
promise to eventually find their place in writing and research, the use of generative AI in its 
present forms is at odds with the objectives of this course. This course aims to help you 
develop your original thoughts and unique voice concerning marginalized perspectives 
around complex issues in literature, culture, and politics. Currently, generative AI 
reiterates social biases and avoids addressing controversial topics, particularly when it 

https://online.college.emory.edu/policies/AI.html


comes to race and social justice. The information it presents is also frequently inaccurate, 
outdated, overly general, or lacking in appropriate scholarly citations. For the purposes of 
this course, the use of AI to complete writing or other assignments, including discussion 
posts, will constitute academic dishonesty. This policy likewise encompasses the use of 
Midjourney and other AI art generators. If you have questions about specific situations, 
please inquire prior to assignment submission.  
  
2. GENERATIVE AI 
You are not permitted to use artificial intelligence tools to generate text for any of your 
course assignments. Assignments include make-up work, proposals, first drafts, and self-
assessments, as well as final drafts, essays, or projects. For brainstorming, AI tools tend to 
be less effective than thinking, freewriting, and talking with peers. For research, AI often 
provides inaccurate information; you will produce higher quality work by going directly to 
reputable sources. You may use AI tools to help you check spelling/grammar, generate 
citations, or complete tasks other than generating text, so long as you disclose this use in 
your self-assessment or writer’s statement. But do not allow AI to rewrite your wording. I 
want to hear your own ideas expressed in your own voice. 
  
3. Generative AI / Chat GPT: You are not permitted to use generative AI for any purpose 
whatsoever on any assignment in this course without explicit prior consultation with and 
approval from the instructor.  Any unapproved use of AI on an assignment will result in – at 
minimum – a zero on the assignment, and you will be subject to Honor Council referral. 
  
4. AI POLICY   
This class aims to expand your skills in writing, critical analysis, and creativity. As a result, 
all work you produce must be your own. You may not use AI to produce final content 
for submitted assignments.    
  
Acceptable use of AI tools may include the following:  
• Brainstorm authors or ideas   
• Explore the nuances of a topic by asking the AI for definitions and key considerations 
(knowing that it often may “hallucinate” or "confabulate" and give false answers!)  
• Clarify or fine-tune research questions or ideas  
• Seek guidance on how to frame an argument Be aware that any use of the AI-generated 
material must be cited properly (MLA format), just like any other source, listing the tool you 
used as the author, and indicating how it was used to further your work. 
Representing AI outputs as your own is a violation of the Honor Code.  
  
Unacceptable uses of AI tools may include the following:  
• Requesting a discussion post or reading response   
• Requesting direct answers to a discussion question  
• Asking for summaries or recommendations in place of assigned reading  
• Asking for a bibliography, quotes, or evidence (It will often make up false information)   
  



 
3. Sample External Statements from Other Universities 

  
● Columbia- https://provost.columbia.edu/content/office-senior-vice-provost/ai-
policy#:~:text=Do%20not%20use%20Generative%20AI,by%20Columbia%2C%20or%20a
ny%20other 
Columbia University's policy on AI in classrooms is a flexible framework that emphasizes 
academic integrity and requires instructors to set clear expectations for their specific 
courses. While the university has an overarching policy and disciplinary guidelines, 
individual faculty are responsible for creating and communicating specific policies for their 
classes, often by including a syllabus statement and discussing their expectations with 
students. The policy is a "work in progress" that is meant to evolve with the technology, and 
the university encourages instructors to explore how AI can be used responsibly while 
addressing concerns like academic integrity and critical thinking 
  
● Harvard- https://registrar.gse.harvard.edu/learning/policies-forms/ai-policy 
HGSE encourages responsible experimentation with generative AI tools, but there are 
important considerations to keep in mind when using these tools, including information 
security and data privacy, copyright issues, the trustworthiness of the content they 
generate, and academic integrity. The implications of using generative AI for your own 
learning are equally salient. It might be possible to use this technology to complete some 
class assignments while doing little work yourself, but short cutting the process of thinking 
and writing in this way would rob you of the learning you came to HGSE to experience. At its 
best, generative AI can be like a tutor or thought partner with unlimited time to help you 
learn – but it should not be used to do the cognitive work for you, or else your own learning 
will be greatly diminished.    
  
● University of Michigan- https://genai.umich.edu/resources/faculty/course-policies 
Course policies might fall into one of three categories: 

·      Specific uses of GenAI are encouraged (generating ideas, editing, translating, 
outlining) 

·      Specific uses of GenAI are allowed if students clearly distinguish between their 
original work and GenAI output (highlighting output, tracking changes in GenAI 
output) 

·      Any use of GenAI constitutes academic misconduct 
  
 

4.  Resources Compiled by our own Writing Program 
https://emory-
my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/ssalte3_emory_edu/EdCIks83efdIndfglVOtZEABbvmiR
BRjmRqosycqmFbENQ?e=DMVNRH 
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5.  Student Guide to AI Literacy available at MLA 

https://style.mla.org/student-guide-to-ai-
literacy/?utm_campaign=rejoin30promojan26&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mlaoutr
each 
 
 

6.  Large list of schools and courses with some of their policies 
https://sheridan.brown.edu/sites/default/files/2023-09/Classroom-Policies-for-AI-
Generative-Tools.pdf 
 
  

7.  Informative Book about the ramifications of expanded use of AI (May 2025):  
Empire of AI: Dreams and Nightmares in Sam Altman's OpenAI by Karen Hao is a book that 
investigates the rise of OpenAI, revealing the hidden human and environmental costs 
behind the AI industry's rapid expansion, comparing it to historical empires that exploit 
resources and labor. Published in May 2025, it details the tech arms race, the immense 
resource demands (data, energy, water, labor), and the societal impacts, drawing on Hao's 
extensive reporting and interviews with insiders and affected communities in places like 
Kenya and Chile.  
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